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Film Paper
For your film paper you should choose one of the following films and write about it as an historical document.  When was it made, and what political events might it be referring to or influenced by?  Or, again, is it more a reflection of broader social, cultural, and political currents of the time?  That is, how does the film reflect the decade or era in which it was made; how do the period’s values, fears, tensions, conflicts inform the film, its characters, plot, and resolution (thus, for example, on one level Casablanca could be read as a fairly conventional love story, on another as a commentary on conscience and collaboration)?  Or does your film challenge or subvert a period’s values, prefiguring or anticipating conflict and social change to come?  And how does the film express themes of modernity we have talked about this semester?  If you’ve written on one of these films for another class I (or someone else) taught, don’t write on the same one again.  I’ll check!  At the bottom of the page you’ll find a list of video stores that are likely to carry these films; Netflix will likely have them too, but don’t neglect public libraries either as a source for DVDs; the Burlingame and Menlo Park branches have especially good collections. 

As a reminder, I refer you to the warning on the syllabus about plagiarism: if you are in any doubt about what that means after reading the appropriate section of the student handbook, talk to me about it.  Should I discover plagiarism, you will receive an F for the assignment.  As before, I will require you to submit your paper to Turnitin.com. 

Your paper should be at least 4 pages – that is, 1200 words – in length.  Leave one-inch margins on all sides of the paper, and please use at least a 13-point font size and preferably one of the “cleaner” fonts like Candara, Calibri, or Helvetica (rather than, say, Times New Roman or Bookman).

If you consult printed or on-line texts, you must include full citations in a “Works Cited” section at the end of your paper and footnote any direct quotations.  Remember to include your name and the course title and number on a cover sheet or at the head of the first page.  Due date is Tuesday, Nov 27.
Film List
The Battle of Algiers (1965), dir. Gillo Pontecorvo (Italy)
Battleship Potemkin (1925), dir. Sergei Eisenstein (Soviet Union)
The Cabinet of Dr. Caligari (1919), dir. Robert Wiene (Germany)
Danton (1983), dir. Andrzej Wajda (France)
La Dolce Vita (1960), dir. Federico Fellini (Italy)
Les Enfants du Paradis (1945), dir. Marcel Carné (France) – runs over three hours.
The Garden of the Finzi-Continis (1970), dir. Vittorio de Sica (Italy)
La Grande Illusion (1937), dir. Jean Renoir (France)
The Rules of the Game (1939), dir. Jean Renoir (France)
M (1931), dir. Fritz Lang (Germany)
Metropolis (1926), dir. Fritz Lang (Germany)
Nosferatu (1922), dir. F. W. Murnau (Germany)
La Rafle (2012), dir. Rose Bosch (France)
La Strada (1950), dir. Federico Fellini (Italy)
Triumph of the Will (1935), dir. Leni Reifenstahl (Germany)
Wings of Desire (1987), dir. Wim Wenders (Germany)
Video Stores
If you have a Netflix account you can probably find these films there, or there is a video store within driving distance of campus where you should be able to find some of them (and if you live near Palo Alto I’m sure you can find them in independent video stores there).  Don’t neglect the San Mateo County library system either; in the aggregate it has a very good collection of films (http://plsinfo.org/):
Captain Video 
2837 El Camino Real (just north of, and on the other side of the street from, Hillsdale mall), San Mateo
650 572 0212
